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University of Montana
_  Office of News and PublicationsNEWS RELEASE Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522
January 25, 1991
UM COURSES TO FOCUS ON MIDDLE EAST 
MISSOULA —
Two University of Montana summer courses will focus on what's become 
this country's hottest topic: the Middle East.
During the first summer session, geography Professor Darshan Kang will 
teach "The Middle East: Land and People," and history Assistant Professor
Mehrdad Kia will teach "Arab Nationalism: Irag and the Rise of Saddam
Hussein."
Kang will cover the region's history, land forms, climate and natural 
resources. He'll also describe conflicts related to religion, ethnicity 
and politics and explain the United States' role in Middle Eastern 
politics.
In Kia's course, he'll trace the origins of modern Iraq and the rise 
to power of the Baath party and its current leader, Saddam Hussein.
Through analyzing Saddam's socioeconomic and foreign policy, he'll help 
students understand the roots of the Persian Gulf war.
Both classes will meet Monday-Friday from June 24 to July 19. Kang's 
class will be noon-l:20 p.m. and Kia's 10:30-11:50 a.m.
For more information, call the Center for Continuing Education and 
Summer Programs at 243-4610.
###
Contacts: Darshan Kang, 243-4402 or 243-4302; Mehrdad Kia, 243-2979 or 
243-5943; Sandy Willcox, continuing education, 243-4610 or 243-2900
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